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In our previous edition of Living Spaces, we 
began to chronicle the progress of a custom 

home build, in real-time. Homeowners Judy 
Guenther and Reg Aupperle have invited our 
readers to follow their journey which began 
with the purchase of a condo at Rosewood 
Estates, from Boychuk Construction. The gated 
community of 27 bungalow-style townhomes is 
Saskatoon’s first ENERGY STAR® certified multi-
family development.

At Rosewood Estates, buyers can choose from 
seven open concept floor plans. Each layout can 
be customized to suit the buyers’ individual needs. 
Rather than choosing from a limited number of 
pre-selected finishes, Boychuk customers receive 
design allowances that enable them to select their 
own décor elements, says marketing consultant 
Joanne Stanton Hassler.

The opportunity to personalize their new home 
appealed to Reg and Judy. “We’ve never worked on 
a project like this before. We were kind of worried 
that we might have really different tastes but it 
didn’t turn out that way. It was fun,” says Judy.

Visiting the Rosewood Estates’ show home 
was a great starting point, says Reg. “It’s very 
representative of what we will receive upon 
completion. If everything in a show home is an 
add-on, it’s very difficult to visualize what you’re 
actually purchasing.”

With construction underway at the couple’s 1,253 
square foot condo, Reg and Judy have been busy 
selecting materials, finishes and trims for their 
new home.

“We ask them to select their cabinets first – for 
their kitchen, bathrooms, laundry room and any 
built-ins. This allows us to adjust the plumbing 
and the electrical plans accordingly,” says Joanne.

“We give our homeowners the opportunity to 
go to any supplier they want, although we do 
have a preferred list of suppliers. Generally, I ask 
everyone to go to Superior Cabinets first and 
meet with Shanna McDonald, for three reasons: 
Superior is an excellent supplier; Shanna is a very 
good designer; and they offer very good service.”

“We appreciated Shanna’s practical approach to 
kitchen design,” says Judy. “She was open to our 
suggestions and ideas. We ended up with what we 
think will be a really practical kitchen, but very 
beautiful too.”

FROM THE GROUND UP…
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The electrical walk-through is an 
important step in the construction of a 
custom home. Here, homeowners Judy 
Guenther and Reg Aupperle, along 
with Boychuk marketing consultant 
Joanne Stanton Hassler, discuss the 
placement of outlets and light fixtures 
with the electrician and Boychuk site 
superintendent Evan Klassen. 
Photos: Jeff Lyons
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The couple opted for two-tone cabinets from 
Superior’s Fusion line. The island’s elegant alabaster 
white finish will contrast beautifully with the black 
olive upper and lower cabinets, topped by silver 
pearl granite countertops from Calsask Granite.

“We also decided to change the shape of the island 
from the one we saw at the show home. We told 
Shanna we wanted as much functional, usable 
space in the kitchen as possible, so she suggested a 
rectangular design,” says Judy.

“It meant we could have cabinets on both sides of 
the island – front and back,” says Reg. The front 
cabinets of the island have invisible touch-latch 
hardware, for a clean, seamless look. 

Next on Reg and Judy’s shopping list was a 
fireplace — two to be exact. To maximize window 
space in the living room, the couple opted to have 
a contemporary style electric fireplace installed on 
an interior wall. A natural gas linear fireplace will 
be the focal point of the downstairs family room. 
Both were selected at Northern Fireplace. “We 
hadn’t shopped for a fireplace in 25 years, and a lot 
has changed in that time. We talked to Derrick at 
Northern Fireplace and found him to be extremely 
knowledgeable,” says Reg. 

Knowing that the condo’s electrical walk-through 
was coming up, Joanne advised the couple to 
select their lighting package. “Lighting has a major 
impact on the electrical plan,” says Joanne.

“We went to several suppliers, but ended up 
choosing our lighting package at Richardson 
Lighting. We really liked their selection,” says 
Judy. The couple opted for contemporary chrome 
fixtures in keeping with their modern décor.

All lighting choices for homes at Rosewood 
Estates must be ENERGY STAR-rated. “Trying to 
understand the differences between LED, halogen 
and traditional lighting can be quite confusing. We 
found it a real learning experience,” says Reg.

“Sandra at Richardson Lighting was very helpful in 
guiding our choices,” says Judy.

Another important decision that awaited Reg and 
Judy was their choice of flooring.  “We needed to 
get the flooring established early because there 
will be infloor heat in both the ensuite and the 
basement bathrooms,” says Joanne.

“We started out at Western Carpet One and didn’t 
go anywhere else. We really liked the selection that 
we saw,” says Judy. “We told Ryley Haskins what 
our ideas were and he helped narrow down our 
choices.”

Reg adds, “Ryley’s eye for matching different 
flooring materials is really good. Before making 
our final choices, we took home numerous samples 
so we could compare them under natural light.”

With many of their design decisions made, 
Reg and Judy can now sit back and watch 
their new home continue to evolve. 

above: Judy and Reg 
selected all of the 
flooring and tile for their 
condo at Western Carpet 
One, with the help of 
sales consultant Ryley 
Haskins right: A visit 
to Superior Cabinets’ 
showroom gave Reg 
and Judy lots of ideas. 
Design expert Shanna 
McDonald helped the 
couple achieve their goal 
of a beautiful, yet very 
functional kitchen. 
Photos: Vireo Productions
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Flooring not only needs to be stylish, it needs to 
be functional. The couple selected sleek ceramic 
tile flooring for their front entry, bathrooms 
and laundry room. Oak engineered hardwood 
in an elegant grey-brown shade was chosen for 
the main floor great room, kitchen and adjacent 
office. Plush carpet will complete the master 
bedroom and downstairs family room.

Western Carpet One also supplied the tile for the 
kitchen backsplash. “It’s a mosaic of glass, stone 
and metal tile, in shades of black, grey, silver 
and white, bringing our whole colour palette 
together. It’s gorgeous!” says Judy.

The railing system from BP Banister harmonizes 
beautifully with condo’s décor elements. “We 
chose the same railing profile and spindle style 
that is in the show home. It’s a stained maple with 
pewter spindles,” says Judy.

In customizing their condo, the couple wanted 
to facilitate aging in place. They chose to replace 
the standard jetted tub and separate shower in 
the ensuite with a large 48-inch walk-in shower. 
This also allowed more space to be allotted to 
the ensuite walk-in closet. The jetted tub was 
designated for the downstairs bathroom. The 
couple opted for stylish square vessel sinks in 
the main floor powder room and downstairs 
bathroom. 

Throughout the custom design process, Joanne 
asks her clients to keep their choice of paint 
colours top of mind. “The paint colour is the 
hardest and most emotional decision any 
customer has to make. Clients will have an idea 
of what colour spectrum they want, but choosing 
the exact shades can end up being a very lengthy 
process,” says Joanne. Once the paint colours are 
finalized, the information is relayed to Boychuk’s 
long-time painter, Kenny Parenteau.

Judy really liked the paint colours in the 
Rosewood Estates’ show home. “I wanted a 
colour palette of warm greys and ended up 
selecting shades that are just slightly darker than 
the colours in the show home,” says Judy.

“What we’re doing that’s probably completely 
different than anyone else at Rosewood Estates is 
painting our den yellow. It’s my favourite colour. 
I love the combination of grey and yellow.”

Next up on the couple’s ‘to-do’ list is to finalize 
custom shelving for their closets. “This involves 
a walk-through with Boychuk’s trim carpenter,” 
says Joanne. “We customize every closet for our 
clients. There are so many options to choose 
from. It’s a process that requires a lot of thought.”

With many of their design decisions made, Reg 
and Judy can now sit back and watch their new 
home continue to evolve. 

“The drywall has been finished on the main floor 
and our painter has started priming the walls. 
The downstairs has been framed and wired. The 
garage has been completely drywalled, taped and 
mudded. Even the deck is installed,” says Joanne.

“The exterior of the unit is pretty well finished 
and the paving stone driveway has been 
completed. A lot of progress 
has been made in the past 
three months. Our site 
supervisor, Evan Klassen, 
is extremely organized. 
He’s very hands-on and 
good at what he does.”

The couple visits the 
construction site often 
to view the progress of 
their new home. “It’s really 
exciting to watch everything 
taking shape,” says Reg. 
“Watching the stonework go 
up on the exterior was very 
cool. It’s really beginning to look like the home 
we envisioned,” says Judy.

In our next edition of Living Spaces we will 
continue to learn more about the finishing 
details that will distinguish Reg and Judy’s new 
home.

In the meantime, you can visit Rosewood 
Estates’ new show home at #14 – 315 Ledingham 
Drive. Show home hours are from 2:00 to 5:00 
p.m., every Saturday and Sunday. For further 
information, visit www.boychukhomes.com.

above: Reg and Judy are looking forward 
to trying out their maintenance-free deck 
next spring. left: Drywallers have finished 
boarding, taping and mudding the main 
floor of the Rosewood Estates. below: The 
condo’s attractive stone-trimmed exterior 
is almost finished. Photos: Vireo Productions

The staff at Boychuk Construction has helped Saskatoon families’ new 
home dreams come true for close to 70 years. Photo: Vireo Productions


